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Meet Your Instructor

Kelly Karres is a U.S. Census Bureau Data Dissemination 
Specialist for North Carolina and South Carolina. Her 
current position involves educating the public on the 
availability, extraction and usage of the vast array of 
data on the Census Bureau’s website. Kelly has worked 
for the Census Bureau for 15 years. She received a 
Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Arts in Sociology from 
the University of North Carolina. 



Data Dissemination and Training

 Bring our data experts to you.
Request a free data training for your organization.

 Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way to increase 
your knowledge of Census data. Get them in your inbox! 

 Get access to our Courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-tutorials designed 
for different skill levels.  

 Interact with our instructors via Webinars.
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending  these live 
virtual classes. 

Census.gov/Academy

Share your ideas and feedback at 
census.academy@census.gov

Contact us:
Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASK-DATA

mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/courses.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html


Objectives

 Identify three of the top tools on census.gov

 Understand uses of the tools 

 Access the tools on census.gov

 Navigate within the tools to access basic data

 Locate resources available for independent 

learning, research and data assistance



Outline

Overview of the U.S. Census Bureau:
Who we are, what we do, our mission 

Introduction to the Top 3 Tools:
Quick Facts
Data.census.gov
Census Business Builder

Resources:
Web links for more information and assistance with 

each tool

Live Demo:
Access data within all three tools



The U.S. Census Bureau: Who We Are, What We Do, Our Mission 



Top Tool #1: Quick Facts

Quick Facts
Provides statistics for all states and counties, and 

for cities and towns with a population of 5,000 
or more.

Use when you need: 
• Easy to access statistics

• Frequently requested statistic such as population, 
median income, number of businesses, etc.

• Data presented in several ways

U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/dashboard/US/PST045221


Top Tool #1 Quick Facts

Quick Facts
View a variety of data in a data table, bar chart, 

map or dashboard which includes all three 
views.

Common user types include:
• Media

• Teachers

• Congressional offices

• Non-profit organizations

U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/dashboard/US/PST045221


Top Tool #2: data.census.gov

data.census.gov
Data.census.gov is the Census Bureau’s main data 

tool. It is the platform to access demographic and 
economic data from the Census Bureau.

Use when you need to access:
• Data profiles

• Detailed data tables

• Detailed thematic maps

• Microdata tool

Explore Census Data

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


Top Tool #2: data.census.gov

data.census.gov
Data are available on a variety of topics such as 

population, housing, disability status, health 
insurance, employment, etc. for all types of areas 
including; congressional districts, counties, 
cities/towns and census tracts.

Common user types:
• Researchers

• Students

• Grant writers

• Policy offices

data.census.gov Cleveland, Ohio profile

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?g=1600000US3916000


Top Tool #3: Census Business Builder

g

Census Business Builder
Provides selected demographic and economic data in an interactive mapping format.

Two editions of the tool:
• Small Business Edition (SBE)

• Regional Analyst Edition (RAE)

Use when you need to:

• Work with the data in a visual format

• Customize your data view

• Create a robust data report for an area

• Build a territory (RAE)

Census Business Builder (CBB)

https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/data/data-tools/cbb.html


Top Tool #3: Census Business Builder

Census Business Builder
 Includes a variety of data such as number of 

businesses, employment, consumer expenditures, 
population, age, etc. for states, counties, 
cities/towns and zip codes.

Common user types:
• Entrepreneurs

• Business owners

• Chambers of commerce

• Regional councils

Census Business Builder (CBB)

https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/data/data-tools/cbb.html


Resources

Contact us:
Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASK-DATA

Links to Tools & Resources on census.gov:

Data Tools and Apps (census.gov)

QuickFacts FAQs

data.census.gov Resources

Census Business Builder Help and FAQs

 Index A-Z

Census Glossary

Census Academy

Share your ideas and feedback at 
census.academy@census.gov

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/faq/US/PST045221
https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.Help_&_FAQs.html
https://www.census.gov/about/index.html
https://www.census.gov/glossary/
https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html


Recap

 U.S. Census Bureau Overview

 Top 3 Tools:

• QuickFacts
• Data.census.gov
• Census Business Builder

 Resources for all three tools

 Up next… Online demo!



Get in Touch With Us

Kelly Karres
U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination and Training Branch
Kelly.karres@census.gov

Census.askdata@census.gov
1-844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau
Subscribe: Census.gov/academy



THANK 
YOU



Quick Facts: View a data profile for your area



Quick Facts: View a data profile for your area



Quick Facts: Create a map



Quick Facts: Change your map variable



Quick Facts: View the updated map



Quick Facts: View the data in a bar chart



Quick Facts: View the data in a dashboard



Data.census.gov: Search for data using the search box 



Data.census.gov: View a data profile for your area

Search by 
scrolling or by 
clicking on the 
topics above.



Data.census.gov: Use filters to narrow your search

Search by 
scrolling or by 
clicking on the 
topics above.



Data.census.gov: Select a table from the search results



Data.census.gov: View your table



Data.census.gov: Create a map



Census Business Builder: Select a business type and geographic area 



Census Business Builder: Enter a business type and geographic area 



Census Business Builder: View data on a map



Census Business Builder: Change map variable



Census Business Builder: Change map variable and create a report



Census Business Builder: View a report
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